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_ Enights,Citizens,and Bur- 


oesſes, forthe Commons 


Houſe of Parliament. 
Humbly nepepfenters _T 
[SREES}HAT Epilcopaſicisa frame anciencly rai- 


557] [Tv3-\{cd out of the Paſtorall place, buileup with 
&} $118; Chancellours:, Deanes, Arch-Deakons, 
/ Commiſlaries, Surrogares, Officials, Ap- 
Sd -patitors, &&. And'further finiſhed with 
their Conſiftories, High-Commiſhon,Oath 

: Ex Officio, Bookes of Canons, old and new, 
Bookes of Recreation and Libertie, Ceremonies, and ma- 


jnifold Innovations enlarged, eſpecialy in lattertimes by vi- 
 jolent intemperate Spirits, which have purſued many of the 
eſt livedvf the Miniſtry and people, with too much heat, 


nſomuch, that many choyce men have been wormed outz 
e moſt ſcandalous cheriſhed, Dodrine adulterated, the 
c of zeale quenched : Tyranny exerciſed, eſpecially 
Pverthe conſtiences. of their poore Brecthtenz Primitive 
Diſciplme defaced, the _—_ of many. ingaged for 
Spiſcapacy ure divino; Civill Wars incouraged, (the moſt 


ngetous and hazardous undertaking of aStare.) Inthe 


$cantione, the Prelaces norſufficiencly ſenſible of rhe di- 

Fhonomof our gracibus Soveraigne, (2nd ſecuritic of theſe 

ppppand ithifirions Kingdotnes. Nay, beſides all this, 
amyof the late Church-Governours have alfo.complyed, _. 
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4 ir pleaſe therefore/this Honourable Hole to fake 
7 J1 all Govetnment into your grave atd ſtrions Cort- 
{ideration-.. And if it may ſtand with.the ways and cuftoms 
of this Honolwrablc houſe, that our Petitionimay bepreſen- 
ted tothe Houſe of theLords,& to his excellens Maieſtie. 
I Firlf;, thata poody Tarvey nney bet rakeni of this old 
ruinous and decayed building bya-Commiſſion ad 724u1- 
rendum, concerning the truth of the yn: 
from all parts of this Kingdome, When Grd viſt Sodom 
irs Tidgentent, - hee iſÞ ſenthis Angels t6.inquire of the 
-" tfnrh of the crimes rhereor." $619 20 BO7N ef df 
-* 2"If upon iuſt andexad trialthexwholebuilding from 
the foindation to the higheſt part''6f the ſuperſtrufure, | 
prove ſound, Go#fotbid, any moderatefſpitzt ſhould defire 
thealceration 6fa-Gbvtrnmeiit To long eſtaBliſhed : bur if} 
(in tots:compoſits) there bee an univerſall diſſolution and} 
weaknefle of all parts; that then the old decayed framemay 
betaken downe 3! and ſuch anew modell propouuded, as 
may moſtnearly agree with'the Word, the A poſttes, -and 
Primitiveitmmes With theaffiſtance of aſelet Company 
. of grave, pious, learned and Orthodox Divines, in nature 
of 'anationall Synod, which may be choſen by your fingu. 
* larcareandwiſdome, gathered ont ofall parts'of the King- 
dotne;andauthoriſed for that purpoſe.” And incafeit may 
ſtandwiththe pleaſure of his Maiefti&, and this Highand 
Honourable Court of Parliament; that ſome' Scots and 
Iriſh/ Divines may bee alſo admitted ro ſach Aſſembly, 
which may happily tend, not onlyto-mutuall information 
of themſelves, but to a more firme obligation oPalt mem: 
bers in theſe Churches in Civill or Eccleſiaſticall aftaires 
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9 | - under'our gractous -Soveraigtie as Supreths Govern 


| | cratg | overniir: 

- unto a corefitme vnionand obedience, 1-1 oat ol 
*"Notwithſtariding all this, it1s-ni6t che defirevfyourPe-? 
titioners, with the Sons of Zebedee, thatfire ſhould come? 


 downefrom heaven and diſtroy this frame of Govertimienty 


ricitheranyillegallorprecipitant violence, ſhould demo- 
liſh it ; ſuch reverence doewe owe tothe metmoryofthofe: 
induſtrious,pious-learned Biſhops, which have flotnetinges - 
ſealedthe teſtimony df tlie Goſpellwith their blood, Ad! 
toour happy Princes ( whoſe Names are ever blefſed with' 
us; who haveyeckded all Priricely indulgence unts/Epil- 
capall dignities.” Only thus far/do your Petitioners hum: 
ly fue; -foraſmuch as there is ſucha conſiderable number 
of grievatices and complainnats, throughthe whole King 
dome;'( as nay appeare by the aumerours Petitions and: 
Remonſtrances to this Honourable Hovſe,) Thatin the 
meant time whilſt a Commiſſion iflues ont for a more full 
diſcovery of Corruptions in Ecclefiaſticall Goveriinent 
& Miniſters, notoriouſly ſcandalus,the above named Eccle- 
fiaſticall Aſſembly beecalled, and Epiſcopall Governonrs 
allow'd faire & legall triall by Miniſters,men of their owne 
Order (as Lords are tried by their Peeres ) but impartiall, 
' &not ingaged by thedignities 8& preferments of the tims. 
And if it may not ſavour of ſancinefle, or too high pre- 
ſimption, May irpleaſe this Hononrable Houſe, to re- 
quire the Epiſcopall party, roaſfligne ſome of their owne 
choice toanſwer in ſuch a well conſtituted Aſſembly, and 
ro give liberty to the Presbiteriall Diſciplinaries, | as-in 
Scotland, or them of the Paſtorall and more Independent 
way, as innew Enzland, to cone in and oppole, only give 
leave, we befeech you, that the Word may be themodera- 
tor in this Natioaall Synod. And if we may not be thought 


topreſume upon this intelligent andreligious Houſe, wee 
hittibly fue |, Firſt; "hat inflich'a well dſpos'd-Afſetably; 
the Doarineof the Churth may be clearedatid expliined. 


"Secondly, the Diſcipline queſtioned. Firſt by what te- 


. AUure: 


_ 


. 


-nurcEpiſcopacy holds, whether /ave Pujro,wel Fecl ſtrfticed 


If D+vano, it muſt necAMarily ſtand for ever. Secondly, -it Ece: 


cleſraſticowhetherit benot alterable according to corrupti= 


onsattending it, or the yeriing conſticutions of particulat- 


Churches, or the like conſiderable Circutaſtances 2? 


. 3+ If akerable, whether this Government may (afely be. 


_ akteredinthis Church of Eugland*t 


#4- If it may bealtered, what Governmentcan bee pro--- 


pounded more neerely agreeing tothe Word, and more fit: 
forcheſetimes? | ky 
' 5, WhetherChri#left ay certaine and neceſſary Diſci- 
pline to be obſervedin his Church forever? 

6. Whether Examples, which have not grounds on ex- 
preſſe Rules, or neceſſary Conſequences out of thoſe com- 


_ © mandsdvebindthe Conſcience to ſubjeRion, as to an ordi- 


nance of Chrifis, 

Whetherit be not fit for Chriſtians rather to follow the. 
Examples of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or the purer times forPre- 
_ thenche more degenerate and corrupt times of the 
"world? 

When theſe or the like Queſtions are well diſcuſſed and 
decided, The confirmation of ſuch Adts of Aſſembly as ſhal 
be then determined, we ſubmit to the wildome of this Ho-: 
nourable Houſe. | 


 Inthe meane time moſt noble Patriots, ſuffer not the- 


glory of our Church to ſet undera Cloude, We havebe- 
ruſted you with our- ſelves, and all ours,faile us not inthe 
maine, (vis.) in the matters of Religion, acither DoQrine 
nor diſcipline. £ 


- Begin webefeech you where your forefathers left, in the. 
dayes of King Zdwardthe's. Letthe noble blood of your 
Anceſtors which runs in your veyas induce you to perfect. 


* theglotious' beginnings of your renowned Predeceſars. 


Neverthinkethe QCommon-wealth-can be well heated, wn- 
lefſethe Charchbealld cured. Did not mummy s 
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[the Churthileadtheway to yours in the'Civill State- If 
coneeive your worke is tully ended, when the Com- 
-men-wealths grievances are removed: Gedhimſelte will not 
_ " take & well at your hands to leave Srom weeping, and none 

comforting her. 'You have come on nobly and like Religt- 

ous Patriots, in giving faire hopes of enlng the diftreffed 

. part of the Church : Goon like yourſelves, and the God of 
Heaven proſper you, Let not golden Balls turne youu; of 
theway : Neither Syrenian muſicke, nor Crocodile teares of 
thedegeneratepatt of the Tribe of Levi captivat your judg-- 
ments. You have the wholc Nation ingaged to be Servants 
naw ao ag foreves in a ſtriter bend, if you his great” 
Ceunſel! of Statc,according to his truſt in you, ſee Religion: 
freed from the complaints and grievances of it. Ir is true, 
-Epiſcopall governours, with therr neereſt friends, thinke it 
ſeerne ro.cometo tryall of their title, We are not ignorant: 
oftheir.choyſeſt Arguments : but if you pleaſe with pati- 
enve tofurvey them, you ſhall find they have ſtudied falla- 
cies more then demonftrations.It is true, theyprerend 1.the- 
Wasd : 2. Antiquity : g. Reference to our Laws. 4. Order.. 
5. Sup notErrors, Schifmes and Herefies. 6. Incou- 

nent to. Loaming. 7. Conformity of Epiſcopall Go- 
 vexnment:unto Monarchy, All fpccious pretences, we con-- 
fell, like the Grapes andiryites of Sedom : þut if you touch» 
themthey fall +o Aſhes. 

-Foſ, ord, noibettey plea in the world, nor ftron-- 
| ne, if tkepomificiall fide would fhew bur one: | 
expreſle Command or neceſlary inference for Epiſcopacy 
overthe Clergy (itis onr meaning} to bee a conftant and! 
ing oftcem the Church : we thould thinke our felves- 
toloſe eurEares, fiberty, lifeand lf, for ſpeaking 

—_—_— Code owne making. But whilſt the great 

Zledks ofehe Kingdome in this wwe dicynt, nibil probang... 
) may gocto' the queſtion. | | 
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inthe dayes of Hezekiaband Jofiah torkeeping-up the High 


2701 Or afore- It this Argument were ſufficient, the Refor- 


dred of yeares, 
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gumentfor this dignity ſtanding: Stats :4oxvc, but rather 


rended O 


| (<Q. 1 
\- Secondly; 4m1iqviry, a plea whichwoulFwell have firviad | 


Places, becauſe they had continued fromthe dayes of Sole- 


mers in the dayes of Edward the 6. and Queene. Elizabeth of - 
famous memory ſhould have ſtayd their hands from. taking | 
away {uchancient Ceremovies as had continued ny mg- | 


| Uponthis gronnd an old ruinous houſe: which is rotten 
from the foundation, to the bigheſt part of the ſuperftru-. 
Rure ſhould not be pulled downe; upon: this ground old 
Vines, wherc the . h«midum radicale is quite gone, and fruite 
ceaſes, ſhouid not be plucked UP, nor others prgmax;rhmcy 
roome. nt. 

"The brazen. Serpent was at firſt erectedupon better Wal 
rant then ever 'Epiſcopacie,-yetwhen it grew: worm-eateh 
with corruprion of Antiquity Hezekioh madebold to takeit 
downe, andthe fact i is fromel with rhenartept Lealc unto. 
Jmmortality., .-:. 1.0 T19þ 003.1070 e533. 

.'Thirdly, Reference 10 our nLenBi is erue, Bpifobpacy ist00 - 
truely and too much-interwoveriwith the Statiites;of this 
Kingdome ; not that Epiſcopaty fireggthens the Lawsybut 
the Lawes Ex iſcopacie., So'thatitſeemegha neceſſary Ar- 


erves for a good caution, that in takigdowre;of this:old 
frame,the Statutes of the Land ſuffer ns yialence,whidiwe 
dqubt not butby the wiſedome of this MoeanbayFonts, 
may be well contrived, tine D Ages 1 
Fourthly, order; a great deale of Ws forit, iDOrder do '£ 
nat violate thateternall and indiſpedſible: Rulciof Charety, 
unto which the Epiſcopall Governmehthath>/doteunieh 
violence, by. their pride and Tyranny. over theCdnſGemes: 
of their Pre In ſuch cafe we deſire. chi Word; Clit 
recs Ons Charity: maybe preferred. afor&)any pre-: 
crinthe Wood? up 2533-C? 20g? (Ca (daralls. 


_- 
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5: Fifchly, Supprefſing of Schiſmes, Errors, and Hereſies; 


we deny not but when Epiſcopacie was firſt raiſed and in- 
binmnedin rhe Chnrch, there was ſuch a politick intention, 
but where is the Succeſſe?have not Corruptions,Schiſmes, 
Errours, if not Hereſies, more growne under the ſhadow 
of Epiſcopacie, than nnder any other reformed Proteſtant 
Church in the world ? 

Let the Remonſtrance of the Miniſters ſpeake unto this, 
together with the numerous Complaints from all parts of 
the Kingdome. Ir is notto be denied, butas theſe weeds, 
ſo mich precious Corne hath growne within the bounds 
of Epiſcopall Government; not that we muſt thank the 
ſmiles and'indulgence of the Pomtiſiciall party , bur their 
frownes, brow-beatings, and manifold oppreſſions, or ra- 
ther God himſelfe , who mulciplyed the Ifraclites under 
Pharaohs Tyranny and Cruelty. | | 

' Sixthly, Encouragement of Learning , Give looſers leave: 
to ſpeake, let the inferiour Clergy of the Kingdome ( as 
they are uſually called) come in, and ſpeak what they uſu- 
ally feele in their owne experience; Doth not the burthen 
and heit of .the day, lye npon poore Parſons, Vicars, 
Le&urers, and Curates 2 What encouragement to Lear- 
ning, whilſt a few Biſhops, Deanes, Arch Deacons, &c. 
ſwallowup the beſtand richeft parts of Eccleſiaſtical main- 
tenance, taking little or no paines, in feeding the ſoules of 
the people, ſtudying only Law-ſuits ;-how to riſe higher in 
the world, aud to ſow difſention betwixtKingdomes, Prin- 
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much and' too neare. - For Kings ſend out VWriein their 
ownenames (asitis fittheyſhould)ſo'do Biſhops, Kings 
rule and Command, ſo do Biſhops: yetthis Conformitie 
in Government unto Monarchie, cannot induce our cha- 
ritie to thinke they (at leaſt many ofthem)) can cordially 
affe& ſupreme Government whilſt ſo many in latter times, 
have complyedſo much with the Pope, in all Papall uſages, 
the great enemie toall Kingly Government, How can we 
iudge, bur if opportunitie, ſerved, they would fall; in with 
the Pope in matters of Supremacie, as in other his Tradi- 
tions 3 Beſides our Biſhops in late dayes have caſt the oa7- 
#12 of all unacceptable Commands upon the King, a point 
of Biſhop-craft wee confeſſe, but never uſed by faithful 
Stateſmen to their Princes, fince the beginning of the 
world, till theſe'our dayes. Vhereas, wee (though the 
loweſt of the Tribe of Zewz ) dare proteſtunto this Honou- 
.rable Aſſembly, wee could bee contented to wipe off with 
our blood the leaſt aſperſion upon the honour of our moſt 
gracious Soveraigne, whom we ſincerely value above all 
the Princes ofthe World. | 
Bur now moſt noble Senators, miſtake not, we beſeech 
you, the candor and ingenuitic of our intentions, wee doe, 
- Account it an inexpiable fault, to preſcrible unto you, thar 
muſt preſcribe Lawes to us ; onely we proſtrate what wee 
have propounded in all humilitie at your feet, wherein we 
have both expreſſed our grievances and Petitions, Not- 
withſtanding all aboveſaid, ' wee arenot fo falne out with 
Epiſcopall Government, bur if it ſeems good to his:Mas 
ieſtie, and this high and honourable: Courr of Parliament 
ro continue it, wee can. (as formerly) fir downe underthe 
ſhadow of it; if the Authoriticofir beſofficienclycleared 
by a well conſtitured-Chnrch-Afﬀembly, whereunto' wee 
ſhould willingly ſubie&, as a way of the Church (anciently 
uſed) in ſuch E xcultics 3. only, micaſcivbettionghtmect 
_ upon adviſe by your ſingular wifdomes to comic mr 
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'S Ing thereof betakenaway : we-nicanethe High'commit- 
e | fon burthenſome and ſuperfluous Offices, the:unneceflary 
t- JCeremonies and ſubſcriprions , according to'their Ox- 


nons, which they haye onely ufed As ſnares and nets to 
5, fcatch the Innocent and faithfull in the Land ; -And the 
, [fcandalous Miniſters removed, the {pots-and'blemifhes of 
e [the Eccleſiaſticall State. But-in' cafe fueha: Churth Sy- 
h Hnod, or aſſembly. do'find a Presbyreriall'or Paſtorall,and 
- flindependent Iuriſdiction to be more nectly-ageecing untd 
;- [the Word, and more fit for the preſent conſtitution of our 
i: JChnrches, Mayir pleaſe youthen-to/encoptage that way : 
Il {which comes next tothe wind and will of God, and ſuits 
e f{beſtwith the preſent ſtate of times, © Ally 
E Sothat finally, the ſumme of all we ſue for,is'that Tuftice | 
1-- fimay bee doneuntoallfides, and Truth (with leave of his ws 
h [Maieſtic, as ſupreme) may by the beſt Reaſon hew our its 
{| {wayina Church Aſemblyor Synod, unto Peace and Jni- 
11 fie; not that we any way ſuſpe& your Candoror Integrety, 
- {with whom wee have trufted both our ſelves and all ours : 
h {But becaule the premiſed conſiderations do chiefly fallun- 
e, [derEccleſiaſticall cognizance,it would be moſt ſarisfafory 
t | under correction of more ſublime indgements / to the 
& minds of all men, and no way derogatory to the honour of 
'e fhis Maieſtie, or this high and honourable Court of Par- 
t- fliament. If ſuch of the Miniſtery as have not violated 
h {heir Conſciences, nor ſtain'd their.ggarments, but menof 
+ Woodtemper,Picty,Learning,and conſnlting heads ſhould 
it Þeauthoriz'd to adviſe in the matters of the Church, both 
e {Dodrine and Diſcipline. | | 
4 | Pardon webeſcech you, our rudeneſſe, and brokenneſle 
'e fofourexpreſſions, Truth is never ſo amiable, as when ſhee 
poesin her plaineſt garbe. Honour us ſo far, as not to take 
for the giddy Sons of Appollo, who would ſetthe whole 
5h wot 
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Rajed from the Preſſe,” which take upon them: (aforethes 
time)topropound models & forms of Govermenttilla'we 
conſtituted Church Afembly have fully diſcuſſed the mai 
ueſtions now in controverſie.. So ſhallyou honour Go 
Imigbty, bringoutthe Truth morefully, whichiis nov 
overclouded:and obſcured; pertorme the truſt which: hi 
Maieſtic hath put. in you ; happily: unite more fully theſt 
Churches ofEngland, Scotland, andIrcland. - _ 
| Makeour State admired in the cies. of forrajgne Churcheg, 
down the proudand-mighty trom-their ſeats; andexall 
the humbleand meeke, Andby ſych happy ſatisfaRtion it 
all Eccleſiaſticall wayes, you ſhall. ingage the Chuteh' te 
pray more fervently tor the happineſle of our Illuſtti ; 
.. . ous King, and this flouriſhing Common- :: +. 
' . "wealth. Which Godgrantz,' -- - 5. 
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